Spring Quarterly 2014 Teen Group Epistle

To Friends everywhere,

We gathered together in the Spring of 2014 under the redwoods of Ben Lomond Quaker Center as a part of College Park Quarterly Meeting. Over the past year we have been considering how to make our program more welcoming to trans*and gender nonconforming Friends, and this concern has made us reconsider our current system of gender segregated sleeping spaces. To process this and include the greater CPQM, we held an interest group at the Fall 2013 session educating ourselves and the wider community about how we can be more welcoming to our trans* Friends. At Winter Quarterly we hosted a threshing session for Friends to share their thoughts and concerns about teen sleeping spaces, gaining wisdom from the ideas that were raised. We want to thank the Young Friends of Baltimore Yearly Meeting who wrote us a letter that eloquently described the way they are dealing with these issues.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have faith that our community is one of integrity, and that we will we will act accordingly. We believe that our expectations create a safe and loving environment. Our aim is to include all Friends, as well as to respect the diverse identities in our community and our collective commitment to integrity. We have come to unity that starting at our Fall 2014 session we will no longer segregate our sleeping spaces by gender or sex. We will implement this in a way that maintains safety, trust and open communication for everyone involved. We have reached this decision with the love and support of the wider community, the Teen Program Committee and the people that serve as Friendly Adult Presences.

Re-examining our values over the past year has led us to the revision process of our handbook and the community expectations therein. Our goal is for the handbook to more accurately reflect the reality of our program. We will continue to examine the evolving needs of our community and act as needed. 

A burden feels lifted and we are looking forward to spreading our energy. 

In the light,
College Park Quarterly Meeting Teen Group
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